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Message from Mayor

Fritz
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The answer (not 0 simple one) is the problem exists and we are stuck with resolving
understand
the difficulty
the council had in making this decision but also understand

V ACANTLOTS
The city recently mailed notices ofintent to enforce the ordinance pertaining to
weeds and brush. While the letters were addressed to vacant lot owners the
same ordinance pertains to all lots of record including those with houses on
them. The difficulty I have as the administrator for the city is enforcement.
Regarding the ordinance and especially the vacant lot owners who received our
letters, please understand that the rationale for enforcement is safety. The
greatest risk lies with those lots that are surrounded by houses. A fire can
breach lot lines in seconds and several houses at a time could become
involved almost simultaneously. It is the intent of the city to become involved
only when it is apparent that the lot owner has chosen not to bring his property
into compliance. The cost of entering the private property and performing the
necessary work will be passed along to the owners. We have consulted with
our city attorney regarding procedure and believe we are on firm ground to
require compliance. Enforcement by the city will begin June 1!'t and wil
continue through the fall. If you are the owner of a vacant lot and maintain it as
required by the ordinance then no other action will be necessary. Please feel
free to call or write Mayor Fritz or Ernie Folks if you have any questions.
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